
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 10 November 2021] 

 p5241b-5241b 
Dr David Honey; Mr John Quigley 

 [1] 

CRIMINAL LAW (UNLAWFUL CONSORTING AND PROHIBITED INSIGNIA) BILL 2021 
734. Dr D.J. HONEY to the Attorney General: 
I refer to the strict controls over bikie and criminal consorting as proposed by the Attorney General’s Criminal Law 
(Unlawful Consorting and Prohibited Insignia) Bill, and his response to my queries yesterday and today. Can the 
Attorney General explain why this bill is watering down the ability of police to prevent convicted child sex offenders 
from consorting, namely by compelling police to have a reasonable belief that an indictable offence is occurring 
or could occur before they can disrupt consorting between convicted child sex offenders?  
Mr J.R. QUIGLEY replied: 
As I have said before, the bill does not water down the existing provisions; it changes the criteria. We are in 
consideration in detail on this bill at the moment. I believe that this question came up during discussion on clause 9(2) 
of the bill. The consorting notice can and will be issued to an adult who is consorting with another relevant offender 
and the officer considers it appropriate to issue the consorting notice in order to disrupt or restrict the capacity of 
relevant offenders to engage in certain conduct. The officer only has to have the belief that it is appropriate to issue 
the consorting notice in these circumstances. Additionally, as I pointed out during consideration in detail, there is 
the regime against child sexual offenders under the High Risk Serious Offenders Act 2020, which is legislation that 
this government introduced with the reverse onus of proof; the post-sentence supervision orders can also place 
restraints on child sex offenders; and we also have the Community Protection (Offender Reporting) Act 2004. 
There is no watering down. If the officer believes it is appropriate to issue a consorting notice to two relevant offenders, 
they will issue it. I understand from the press release that the member and Hon Nick Goiran put out today that they 
are trying to undermine this important legislation by trying to run a third-rate scare campaign against it. 
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